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Oct. 29 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1999

Message to the Senate Transmitting the Ireland-United States Tax
Convention
October 29, 1999

To the Senate of the United States:
I transmit herewith for Senate advice and

consent to ratification the Convention Amending
the Convention Between the Government of the
United States of America and the Government
of Ireland for the Avoidance of Double Taxation
and the Prevention of Fiscal Evasion with Re-
spect to Taxes on Income and Capital Gains
signed at Dublin on July 28, 1997. The Conven-
tion, which was negotiated pursuant to the Sen-
ate’s resolution of October 31, 1997, granting

advice and consent to the 1997 Convention,
modifies the tax treatment of dividends received
from Real Estate Investment Trusts.

I recommend that the Senate give early and
favorable consideration to this Convention and
give its advice and consent to ratification.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
October 29, 1999.

Remarks at a Democratic National Committee Dinner in Atlanta, Georgia
October 29, 1999

Thank you so much. Well, first, Larry and
Carol, thank you for opening your home. This
is a beautiful tent. I was complimenting Larry
on the tent, and he said, ‘‘Well, it covers the
parking lot.’’ [Laughter] And I said, ‘‘Well,
maybe you ought to just leave it up then.’’
[Laughter] It’s wonderful, and we could prob-
ably, most of us, be back tomorrow night if
you’ll have us here. [Laughter] This is really,
really beautiful.

And I want to compliment you, too, Doctor,
on your short speech, where you said everything
that needed to be said. And maybe we’ll get
a chance to vote for you someday; if you give
speeches like that, you’ll be elected to anything.

I want to thank our DNC chair, Joe Andrew,
for coming down with me tonight and for his
leadership, and my good friend Andy Tobias
and your State chair, David Worley. Thank you,
David. I also want to acknowledge our finance
director, Fran Katz, who is here. And her sister’s
family is here tonight. And I think this is Fran’s
last event. She has been magnificent for us,
and thank you, Fran, for all the work you’ve
done.

I want to thank my longtime friend Senator
Max Cleland and tell all of you that, in my
opinion at least—I may be a little biased be-
cause we’ve been friends a long time, and I
was the happiest person in America outside

Georgia when he got elected in 1996. But he
is doing a wonderful job for you, and you should
be very proud of him.

I want to thank Senator Charles Walker, the
majority leader of the Senate, for being here;
and Mike Thurmond, your labor commissioner;
and all the other officials that are here: my
longtime friend Michael Hightower, the Fulton
County executive. Thank you all for coming.

I will try to make a fairly brief speech tonight,
but it occurred to me you have so many new
people here tonight that don’t normally come
to these things, and two of them I see are
from Arkansas. I don’t know if the others have
any excuse or not. [Laughter] But it occurred
to me that if people were asking you why you
were doing this, that tomorrow, people might
ask the rest of you why you were here. And
I would like to give you a few reasons, because
they’re why I’m here.

And Joe Andrew’s right. I guess I don’t have
to be here; I’m not running for anything. I kind
of hate it; I wish I could. [Laughter] But that’s
the system we’ve got and every time I see a
debate, I wish I were part of it. When the
Republicans were debating in New Hampshire
the other night, I wish I had been part of it,
you know. [Laughter] I’m always convinced I
could turn just one more, you know.
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